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The great Duke of Wellington once said that victory in battle lies
with the leader who can guess correctly what is going on upon the other
side of the Mi But to-day no guessing is required. Not only is the
other side of the hill open to inspection, but the whole face of nature.
The slightest troop movement or concentration can be detected from
the air and immediately communicated by wireless to the parties most
interested. More than that ; where modern telegraph systems are
concerned, the longest way round is frequently the shortest way home,
At any moment some indiscreet item of news may slip past the censor,
cross the Atlantic, be published in New York, and recablcd to Germany
an hour later.

In our case theic was no need for information of interest to the
enemy to follow any such circuitous route. In the autumn of I93()
thousands of Belgians were working upon the beet-harvest of Northern
France, right in the British zone, and an average of at least twenty
thousand local inhabitants crossed and rccrossed the frontier daily,
upon their more or less lawful occasions.

It was obviously impossible to keep tally of this mixed multitude,
especially since the French frontier control officials had been seriously
reduced in numbers upon mobilisation. Those available, together
with our Field Security Police, did their best, a very efficient best; but
it was manifestly impossible to stop all leaks.

In modern warfare too, especially during periods of comparative
inaction, the postal censorship must keep its eyes wide open. This was
particularly necessary in the British zone during the winter of 1W9-40,
for Thomas Atkins, incited thereto perhaps by the tranquil and some-
what monotonous surroundings in which ho ibund himself, developed
a passion for correspondence on a scale which had not been entirely
foreseen. In view of the abnormally large numbers of tetters despatch-
ed daily it was found necessary to make a considerable increase in the
censorship personnel

X
The Rearward Areas

DESPITE THELACKof immediate active operations, the British
Expeditionary Force, as we have seen, was kept busy enough during
these winter months. Not only had every effort to bo made to render
the northern defences secure, but long-term plans had to be put into
execution for the accommodating and training of future contingents.
Here it was found necessary to enlarge upon the original plan.